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Extravagant Grace 
The birth of Jesus proclaims God’s extravagant grace to the world 
“Extravagant Grace Brings Joy” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your 

skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources 
designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 
Abide grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s 

passage. 

• Read our sermon text in Ruth 1:1-4:22. If you are not familiar with the law of 

redemption read Leviticus 25:23-55. 

• Use a Bible dictionary to define the words “joy” and “redemption.” OPTIONAL 
Use a concordance to locate and read Scripture references for these words. 

• Complete the Share, Discover, and Discuss activities from the Group Guide. 

Lead learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• Review or reflect on your personal study before your group meets so it is fresh 

in your mind. Use your observations and insights to facilitate the discussions. 

• Pray for God’s help as you facilitate the activities. Strong personalities and 
some people’s tendency to “show what they know” can stifle discussion. 

• For the Discover activity the group will make a list of all the ways they see God’s 
providence at work in the lives of Naomi, Ruth and/or Boaz. Here are two ways 
to do this activity: 

o Divide the group into four and assign each group a chapter.  

o Make this an individual activity and let everyone select a chapter. 

Shepherd know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Connect: This week connect with group members who may be struggling with 

grief over the holiday season. 

• Pray: In your prayer time this week pray for your group to spend time this week 
meditating on their redemption as a work of God’s extravagant grace and the 
Person and work of our Kinsman Redeemer. 

• Replenish: As you empty yourself in service to the Lord, replenish yourself by 
humbly serving others and generously giving to our church. 
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Group Guide 

Open [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 
• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 

small group guidelines. 

Share Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

Reflect on a time when you suffered a personal tragedy or experienced difficulty in your 
personal life. What was your initial reaction? How did you cope as time went on? What 
do you know now that you wish you knew then?  

Introduce This week’s story is from Ruth 1:1-4:22 [1 min]  

The book of Ruth reports events that took place during the period of the judges. 
Although clearly an important historical document of its period, the narrative of Ruth is 
told with dramatic intensity and movement combined with light touches of the best of 
the Hebrew storyteller's art. Moving quickly and succinctly through various stages, each 
part of the account is spiced with elements of irony and suspense, which contribute to 
the symphony of divine providential fulfillment. Although the Lord is specifically cited as 
acting only twice (Ruth 1:6; 4:13), the reader is left with no doubt as to His presence in 
inspiring Naomi's return, Ruth's covenant faithfulness and Boaz's righteous adherence 
to the law.       —Overview of the Book of Ruth 
  

Discover [Choose one of the two options from the Leader Guide – 9 min] 

As you read through your selected chapter make a list of all the ways you see God’s 
providence at work in the lives of Naomi, Ruth and/or Boaz.  

Discuss [30 min] 

• What does this story teach us about God and His extravagant grace? [5 min] 

• What does this story teach us about man and his need for God’s extravagant 
grace? [5 min] 

• In what way was Boaz the kinsman redeemer for Naomi and Ruth? [5 min] 
In what way is Jesus our Kinsman Redeemer? [5 min] 

• How did Naomi and Ruth respond to their redemption and their redeemer? 
How should we respond to our redemption and our Redeemer? Where do we 
fall short in our response? What are we going to do about it? [10 min] 

Close [5 min] 

• Memorize Galatians 4:4-5 and read Matthew 1:18-23 for next week. 

• As we close in prayer, commit to spending time this week meditating on God’s 
extravagant grace and the unbridled joy that comes from trusting in the Person and 
work of our Kinsman Redeemer—Jesus. 
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